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At National 4 Level, you will work on three Units. 

1. Understanding Language This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written and spoken Spanish.

2. Using Language This is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in Spanish. 

3. Added value. This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to the language while researching a topic and then WRITE AND TALK about the topic in a presentation. 

At National 5 Level, you will work on two Units. 

1. Understanding Language This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written and spoken Spanish.

2. Using Language This is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in Spanish. 

All of the assessments for these Units will be carried out and marked by your teacher and they will also be checked by someone from outside the school. You teacher will build up a bank of EVIDENCE to show that you have passed the units.
What if I don't pass an assessment?

You will normally have the opportunity to retake a test on one or, in exceptional circumstances, two occasions, after you have studied more or improved.
AT NATIONAL 5 you will also sit EXTERNAL EXAMS and these will assess READING, LISTENING, TALKING and WRITING. 

EXTERNAL EXAMS – (National 5 only):
Component 1 — question paper: Reading and Writing    

This question paper will have 50 marks (50% of the total mark).
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This question paper has two Sections.

Section one, titled ‘Reading’, will have 30 marks.

[image: image5.wmf]You will read three texts in the modern language. You will respond to questions in English by using English. You may use a dictionary and glossary 
(if appropriate).

Section two, titled ‘Writing’, will have 20 marks.

[image: image6.wmf]You will produce one written text in the form of a job application email in response to a job advertisement. This is supported by six bullet points (4 of which you will know beforehand) which you must address. You may use a dictionary.
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Component 2 — question paper: Listening  

This question paper will have 20 marks (20% of the total mark). 
You will listen to one monologue and one short conversation in the modern language. You will answer questions in English and respond in English.
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You will listen to one monologue and one short conversation in the modern. You will answer questions in English and respond in English.

Component 3 — performance: Talking

The performance will have 30 marks (30% of the total mark).  
You will deliver a presentation in Spanish. You will take part in a natural, spontaneous conversation with your teacher in Spanish. The presentation and conversation will be from one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability, and culture.

What can you do to help yourself in this course, in addition to doing the work set by your teacher?

· Use online resources and activities – eg www.languagesonline.org.uk, www.linguascope.com (username: gryffe  password: gryffe2013), BBC Languages online, BBC Classclips
· Follow the National 5 Spanish blog at www.gryffelanguage.weebly.com 
· Read as much in the foreign language as you can, books or newspapers, e.g. www.elpais.com, www.elmundo.com,  
· Listen to Spanish music, Spanish radio (www.listenlive.eu/spain.html)
You will have a regular homework; ensure that you are doing it and that you are frequently learning vocabulary and revising grammar! 
Take responsibility for your OWN learning and enjoy it ( 

National 4       – Contexts and topics you will cover throughout the course
	Society
	Family and friends 
	Saying how you get on with family members/ 

house rules/housework/ what makes a good friend/importance of friends 

	
	Lifestyle 
	Physical, mental and social wellbeing, e.g. sport and relaxation methods 

	
	Media 
	TV, cinema, music, 

computers, TV viewing habits 

	
	Global languages 
	Languages — language use 

	
	Citizenship 
	Roles/ responsibilities, global citizenship 

	Learning
	Learning in context 
	learning in modern languages/in each subject/ record of achievement 

	
	Education 
	Purpose of education/ pressures of learning/ the role of the teacher/learner 

	Employability
	Jobs 
	Pocket money and managing money, advantages/disadvantages of different jobs 

	
	Work and CVs 
	Planning for work experience/preparing CVs/ambitions 

	Culture
	Planning a trip 
	Choice of destination /transport/activity options/evaluation of trip 

	
	Other countries 
	Impressions/aspects of other countries 

	
	Celebrating events 
	Comparison of celebrations in other countries 

	
	Literature of another country
	Straightforward fiction, e.g. songs, stories 

	
	Film and television 
	Studying film/television in Spanish 


National 5         – Contexts and topics you will cover throughout the course
	Society
	Family and friends 
	Saying how you get on with family members/who has influenced you in your life/arguments 

Ideal parents 

Different types of friends

	
	Lifestyle 
	Lifestyle-related illnesses 

Advantages and disadvantages of healthy/unhealthy lifestyle, peer pressure 

	
	Media 
	Impact of TV reality shows 

Advantages/disadvantages of new technology, e.g. internet, mobile phones

	
	Global languages 
	Language-learning and relevance

	
	Citizenship
	Description of local area as a tourist centre 

Comparison of town and country life 

Being environmentally friendly in the home

	Learning
	Learning in context 
	Talk about what learning activities you like/dislike in modern languages/in each subject 

	
	Education 
	Comparing education systems 

Improving own education system 

Learner responsibilities (preparing for exams)

	Employability
	Jobs 
	Part-time jobs and studying ,qualities for present/future jobs/future plans

	
	Work and CVs 
	Planning, reporting back on work experience 

Reviewing achievements/ambitions

	Culture
	Planning a trip 
	Importance of travel and learning a foreign language/describing your best holiday/trip/attitudes to travel 

	
	Other countries 
	Aspects of other countries including educational, social, historical, political aspects

	
	Celebrating a special event 
	Comparing special occasions/traditions/ celebrations/events in another country 

Importance of customs/traditions

	
	Literature of another country 
	Literary fiction, e.g. short stories/songs — understanding and analysis

	
	Film and television 
	 Studying film/television in Spanish














Gryffe High School 





Candidate guide to National 4/5 





Talking


�





�





�





Listening


�





�





Reading�





�






























